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Effects of Morphine analgesia on diagnostic accuracy of abdominal pain

Protocol summary

Summary

The goal of this study (Phase IV) is to evaluate the effect
of Morphine on the diagnostic process of acute
abdominal pain. Two hundred patients with acute
abdominal pain referring to the emergency department
of Imam Reza Hospital, Mashhad, Iran during 2013-2014
are divided into two groups. Any patients with acute
abdominal pain will be included in the study. Exclusion
criteria are patients less than 18 years, pregnants,
patients with the history of abdominal pain more than 3
days, hypotension (blood pressure less than 90 mmHg),
traumatic patients, and those with a history of allergy to
Morphine and its derivatives. Patients with an even
medical record number as the study group and those
with an odd medical record number as the control group.
Both patients and physicians are blinded to patients’
assignment. The study group will receive 0.1 mg/kg
Morphine (IM). If the preoperative time becomes more
than 5 hours, the morphine dosage will be repeated with
the primary dose. Normal saline in equal volume of
Morphine Sulfate 0.1 mg/kg as a placebo is given to the
control group. Other diagnostic and treatment
procedures are the same in both groups. After two hours,
all patients are examined by the same resident of
surgery who is blinded to the patient’s assignment. The
diagnosis of the resident before and after the
intervention will be recorded. After etiologic diagnosis of
the pain, the effect of Morphine will be evaluated. The
primary outcome measure of the study is the disease
diagnosis. There is no secondary outcome to be
measured.
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Inclusion criteria: Any patient with acute abdominal pain
Exclusion criteria: Patients less than 18 years old;
Pregnancy; Patients with the history of abdominal pain
more than 3 days; Hypotension (blood pressure less than
90 mmHg); Traumatic patients; Patients with a history of
allergy to morphine and its derivatives
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